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SGS, YOUR SOLUTION FOR
SEED TESTING ISSUES

Request more 

information about

our seed testing 
services

SGS Mid-West Seed Services, Inc. (SGS MWSS) is the leader in seed testing 
innovation and diagnosis of seed quality issues. SGS MWSS is moving into 
our second year as part of the SGS Group and have added locations in 
Memphis, Tennessee, USA and Winnipeg, Manitoba Canada. This North 
America team of laboratories can meet all your seed testing needs.

Our Registered Seed Technologist s (RSTs), Senior Analysts and Registered 
Genetic Technologist s (RGTs) provide quick and knowledge based testing 
for all your needs. Whether you need routine seed analysis, vigor, viability 
GMO, Analytical, ELISA, Electrophoresis, Seed Health or ISTA Orange or 
Blue Certificates, SGS can deliver.  SGS information management systems 
are cutting edge and tailored to client needs.

To keep you updated on current seed quality and testing issues we present 
you this newsletter with recent and timely information on row crops, cereal 
grains, pulses, natives, vegetable, flower, and most recent technology 
advances.

Sincerely Yours, 

Tim Gutormson
North American Seed Testing Manager

Originally called the Fast Green Test , the Pericarp 
Damage test is commonly used in many quality assurance 
programs to determine pericarp (seed coat) integrity, 
sources of damage to the seed and provide an estimate of 
seed quality.  It can assist corn seed producers with the 
following: Read More

These standard tests should form the basis of your 
quality assurance and quality improvement program.

Read More



SGS Mid-West Seed Services, Inc. can help ensure the 
quality of your seed by verifying the proper application of 
a variety of seed treatments.  Testing your seed confirms 
that enough treatment is applied to ensure protection 
and is also useful in calibrating your seed treating 
equipment to prevent overtreatment, a situation which 
not only increases costs, but can potentially damage 
your seed. Read More

Strict adherence to the dosage rate on the pesticide 
label is a requirement of the Federal Insecticide, 
Fungicide and Rodenticide Act. Calibration of a dry or 
dust type treater is similar to a slurry or liquid treater 
except that weight of powdered or dry chemical is 
used instead of volume of liquid or slurry. Read More

Corn Quality Table 1 below shows average 

germination percentages for warm, tray cold and 

saturated colds so far this testing season.  Minimal frost 

damage was reported from one location.  Color sorting 

on 120+ sized lots with following defects noted: popped, 

cracked, Fusarium spp. Read More

While traveling on the I-29 corridor over the first 
October weekend and watching soybean harvest from 
Brookings down to the Missouri State line, it was 
great to see the combines out well past midnight, 
getting the Soybeans in before the wet weather was 
to hit on that Sunday. Unfortunately for some, the 
later planted or longer maturity varieties just weren t
ready. Read More

There are a number of advantages to having 
soybeans germinated by using a sand test. This test 
can average higher than a standard germination on 
top of Creped Cellulose Paper (CCP) or standard 
rolled towel test.  The sand acts as a buffer between 
seeds, thus preventing cross contamination from any 
fungal growth. Read More

All Multi-species samples received at SGS MWSS will 
be stored for the entire testing season, 
allowing sufficient time for any retesting or re-
examination of purity samples if needed. Read More



It has been a very busy late summer early fall seed 
testing season here at the SGS Memphis Lab. The 
testing on a large number of bahiagrass samples from 
the SE States is concluding. Currently, centipede turf 
grass samples are beginning to arrive at the lab from 
this region. Read More

SGS Canada was recently accredited by CFIA and we are 
now seeking export accreditation for OECD certified 
seed. This will allow us to test OECD certified seed for 
Export to the EU using a US style certificate giving our 
customers a option of Orange International or US style 
certificates. Read More

The AOSA/SCST held their annual meeting June 8-12, 
2008 in St. Paul, Minnesota.   Members voted on the 
submitted rule proposal during the joint business 
meeting held June 11, 2008.   Changes became 
effective October 1, 2008.   Twenty six rule proposals 
were submitted, of those twenty one passed, three 
failed, and two proposals were withdrawn. Read More

With increasing fertilizer and fuel prices, you want to be 
sure you are applying the RIGHT RATE of fertilizer in 
the RIGHT PLACE on your field.  At SGS Brookings, we 
are using satellite imagery, topography, and soils data 
to create soil sampling management zones. Read More

Are you 
kidding?  I 
can decide 
what is shown 
on my test 
reports? The
answer is Yes you can .
Sometimes test reports can get a bit too long and contain 

extra data.  In Sample Track® you can create custom 
reports with just the columns you want to see. Read More



Join us for 30 minutes while we show you what our Seed 
Technologists are seeing on this years corn and soybeans 
coming into our laboratory. Read More

Please look for us at these upcoming Fall events: Read

More
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